accessible to the town-dwellers. But, though the
ascent to the peaks of social life is more difficult
to the peasant, the heights of these peaks must
appear to him extremely dazzling and exciting. For
him to become a factory worker of any class means a
rise to almost three times his present level. Thus
there is a pioneer spirit pervading the population,
based on hope of personal success and carrying with
it the possibility of primitive enjoyments character-
istic of pioneer communities.
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But there is another and more important side of
this spirit to be considered. The great masses of
workers and officials of the U.S.S.R. are not called
upon to do any work for which they are not paid.
Stalin has by now firmly based the wage system on
common sense. The marketing system is expanding
further and might soon become the mainspring of
most economic activities. As a real economic
system develops in the U.S.S.R. from the present
conundrum of makeshifts it might become synony-
mous with Capitalism, But it would be carrying
pragmatism much too far to consider synonyms as
identities in social matters. When the one name of
the State supersedes the million names of private
firms the economic consciousness of all workers
becomes unified under a common symbol. It is for
this simple and materially almost unimportant fact
that the U.S.S.R. is a different world from Capitalism.
In the U.S.S.R. there is a complete inversion of
responsibilities. While in Capitalism all good things
grow by themselves and the State is called to re-
sponsibility only when things go wrong, the State
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